Ageing as a risk factor for ALS/FTD.
Like many other neurodegenerative diseases, age is a major risk factor in the development of ALS/FTD. But why is this the case? Recent genetic advances have highlighted some of pathways involved in the development of disease, and, strikingly, they appear to substantially overlap with those known to directly modulate the ageing process. Many ALS/FTD linked genes play a direct role in autophagy/lysosomal degradation, one of the most important pathways linked to ageing. However, systemic processes such as inflammation, as well as cellular maintenance pathways, including RNA splicing and nuclear-cytoplasmic transport have been increasingly linked both to disease and ageing. We highlight some of the shared mechanisms between the ageing process itself and emerging pathogenic mechanisms in ALS/FTD.